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Ron DeSantis ends his struggling presidential bid before New 
Hampshire and endorses Donald Trump 


By STEVE PEOPLES, THOMAS 
BEAUMONT and HOLLY RAMER 
Associated Press 
MANCHESTER, N.H. (AP) — 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
suspended his Republican 
presidential campaign on 
Sunday, ending his 2024 
White House bid just before 
the New Hampshire primary 
while endorsing his bitter rival 
Donald Trump. 
The decision leaves Trump 
and former U.N. Ambassador 
Nikki Haley as the last major 
candidates remaining in the 
race ahead of Tuesday’s New 
Hampshire primary. This is the 
scenario Trump’s foes in the 
GOP have long sought, raising 
the stakes for this week’s con- 
test as the party’s last chance 
to stop the former president 
who has so far dominated 
the race. 


Continued on Page 3 


Republican presidential candidate Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, right, greets members of the audience at a rally in Grimes, Iowa, Jan. 
7, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Amid tough reelection fight, San Francisco mayor declines to veto 
resolution she criticized on Gaza 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Amid a tough reelection 
fight, Mayor London Breed 
has declined to veto a non- 
binding resolution from the 
San Francisco supervisors 
calling for an extended 
cease-fire in Gaza, a mea- 
sure she blamed for inflaming 
tensions in the city. 
The 
first-term 
Democrat 
posted her decision online 
Friday, faulting the board for 
veering into foreign policy in 
which its members have no 
legal authority or expertise. 
She said the debate over 
the resolution left the city 
"angrier, more divided and 
less safe." 
"Their exercise was never 
about bringing people to- 
gether," Breed wrote in a 


statement. "It was about 
choosing a side." 
A divided board approved 
the resolution earlier this 
month, which also con- 
demned Hamas as well as 
the Israeli government and 
urged the Biden administra- 
tion to press for the release of 
all hostages and delivery of 
humanitarian aid. Cease-fire 
advocates in the audience 
erupted into cheers and 
chants of "Free Palestine." 
Breed earlier criticized the su- 
pervisors, saying "the process 
at the board only inflamed 
division and hurt." 
San Francisco joined dozens 
of other U.S. cities in approv- 
ing a resolution that has no 
legal weight but reflects 
pressure on local govern- 


ments to speak up on the 
Israel-Hamas war, now in 
its fourth month following 
a deadly Oct. 7 attack by 
Hamas militants. 
Breed said she mostly re- 
frains from commenting on 
nonbinding resolutions from 
the board, but in this case 
she made an exception. 
Her decision came in the 
run-up to the March 5 pri- 
mary election, in which she 
is telling voters she is making 
progress against homeless- 
ness, public drug use and 
property crime in a city that 
has seen a spate of unwel- 
come publicity about va- 
cant downtown offices and 
stratospheric housing prices. 
Reaction to the ongoing Is- 
raeli military action in Gaza is 


shaking campaigns from the 
White House to City Halls. A 
poll by The Associated Press 
and NORC Center for Pub- 
lic Affairs Research in early 
November found 40% of the 
U.S. public believed Israel's 
response in Gaza had gone 
too far. 
Breed lamented the suffering 
in Gaza and the loss of life on 
both sides. But she chastised 
activists who jeered when a 
man spoke of family mem- 
bers killed in the Hamas at- 


tack, and she wrote that a 
Jewish city employee was 
surrounded by protesters in 
a restroom. 
Breed wrote that "abject an- 
tisemitism" had apparently 
become acceptable to a 
subset of activists. 
"The antisemitism in our city 
is real and dangerous," she 
wrote, adding that vetoing 
the resolution likely would 
lead to more divisive hear- 
ings and "fan even more 
antisemitic acts."q 


San Francisco Mayor London Breed smiles during a news 
conference in San Francisco at the Chase Center in San 
Francisco, Monday, Nov. 6, 2023. 
Associated Press 


More searching planned at a 
Florida Air Force base where 121 
potential Black grave sites were 
found 


TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — The U.S. 
Air Force plans to expand 
its search for grave sites in a 
former Black cemetery at a 
base in Florida after discov- 
ering 121 potential sites al- 
ready, a base official said. 
Lt. Laura Anderson told 
news stations this week that 
a 
nonintrusive 
archaeo- 
logical survey performed 
over the past two years at 
MacDill Air Force Base in 
Tampa identified 58 proba- 
ble graves and 63 possible 
graves. The base also de- 
ployed search teams to go 
over the area with ground 
penetrating radar and ca- 
daver dogs. 
It plans to look at an area 
to the north of the main 
cemetery area this year for 
any additional evidence of 
graves, Anderson said. 
“That’s essentially so we 
can make sure that we’re 


not forgetting anybody,” 
she told WFTS-TV. 
The Tampa Bay History Cen- 
ter notified MacDill officials 
about the possible Black 
cemetery in 2019, and the 
base hosted a memorial 
service in 2021, dedicating 
a memorial on site to those 
buried there. 
The headstones at the Port 
Tampa 
Cemetery 
were 
removed during construc- 
tion of the base in the late 
1930s, but the bodies re- 
mained there, the Tampa 
Bay Times reported in 2021. 
The area must stay free of 
vertical structures for air- 
craft safety, so it has not 
been developed. 
Officials said they will con- 
tinue to work with the com- 
munity to determine how 
to best document the site 
and to pay respect to the 
people buried there.q 
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But as some Trump critics 
cheered, DeSantis nodded 
toward Trump’s primary domi- 
nance — and attacked Haley 
— in an exit video he posted 
on social media. 
“It’s clear to me that a majority 
of Republican primary voters 
want to give Donald Trump 
another chance,” DeSantis 
said in the straight-to-camera 
video, delivered in a cheer- 
ful tone. 
He continued: “I signed a 
pledge to support the Re- 
publican nominee and I will 
honor that pledge. He has 
my endorsement because 
we can’t go back to the old 
Republican guard of yester- 
year, a repackaged form of 
warmed-over corporatism 
that Nikki Haley represents.” 
Haley spoke at a campaign- 
ing stop in Seabrook, New 
Hampshire, just as DeSantis 
announced his decision. 
“He ran a great race, he’s 
been a good governor, and 
we wish him well,” she told a 
room packed with support- 
ers and media. “Having said 
that, it’s now one fella and 
one lady left.” 
DeSantis’ decision, while per- 
haps not surprising given his 
30-point blowout loss last week 
in Iowa, marks the end of an 
extraordinary decline for a 
high-profile governor once 
thought to be a legitimate 
threat to Trump’s supremacy 
in the Republican Party. 
His record wasn’t enough to 
overcome Trump 
He entered the 2024 presi- 
dential contest with major 
advantages in his quest to 
take on Trump, and early pri- 
mary polls suggested DeSantis 
was in a strong position to 
do just that. He and his allies 
amassed a political fortune 
well in excess of $130 million, 
and he boasted a significant 
legislative record on issues im- 
portant to many conserva- 
tives, like abortion and the 
teaching of race and gender 
issues in schools. 
Such advantages did not sur- 
vive the reality of presidential 
politics in 2024. From a high- 
profile announcement that 
was plagued by technical 
glitches to constant upheav- 
als to his staff and campaign 
strategy, DeSantis struggled to 


find his footing in the primary. 
He lost the Iowa caucuses — 
which he had vowed to win 
— by 30 percentage points 
to Trump. 
His departure was days in the 
making 
DeSantis’ allies said that 
private discussions began 
shortly after Iowa to decide 
how to bow out of the race 
gracefully. 
The Florida governor notified 
top donors and supporters 
of his decision through a se- 
ries of phone conversations 
and text messages between 
senior campaign officials to 
top donors and supporters on 
Sunday afternoon, according 
to two people who received 
such communications. They 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to disclose the 
private conversations. 
DeSantis had returned to 
Florida by then after a roll- 
er-coaster weekend that in- 
cluded stops in South Carolina 
ahead of an event in New 
Hampshire Sunday evening 
that was ultimately canceled. 
The campaign also canceled 


a series of national television 
appearances earlier in the 
day, blaming the cancelation 
on a miscommunication with 
DeSantis’ super PAC. 
DeSantis was physically worn 
after spending weeks on the 
campaign with little, if any, 
time off, even as he stormed 
across frigid Iowa and New 
Hampshire, often without a 
winter coat. A bitter rivalry 
comes to a meek end He 
ultimately decided that he 
needed to endorse Trump 
given his popularity in the 
party despite the deeply 
personal feud between them. 
“While I’ve had disagree- 
ments with Donald Trump, 
such as on the coronavirus 
pandemic and his elevation 
of Anthony Fauci, Trump is 
superior to the current in- 
cumbent, Joe Biden. That is 
clear,” said DeSantis, who is 
in his second and final term 
as Florida’s governor, which 
ends in January 2027. 
The endorsement was a stun- 
ning 
tail-between-his-legs 
moment for DeSantis, whom 
Trump has mercilessly and re- 


lentlessly taunted in deeply 
personal terms for the better 
part of a year now. 
For Trump, whose team in- 
cludes many former DeSantis 
staffers, the attacks have of- 
ten felt more like sport than 
political strategy. Trump and 
his aides have blasted the 
governor as disloyal for run- 
ning in the first place, mocked 
his eating habits and his per- 
sonality, and accused him of 
wearing high heels to boost 
his height. 
DeSantis’ team joined Trump 
in attacking Haley as news of 
his departure rippled across 
the political landscape. Some 
doubt Haley, who was seen 
as splitting Republican votes 
and preventing a head-to- 
head matchup between 
Trump, would benefit from 
DeSantis’ decision. 
“She will not be the nominee,” 
key DeSantis supporter Rep. 
Chip Roy, R-Texas, told AP. 
“She will not be the president 
of the United States.” 
Trump had already shifted 
his focus to Haley in recent 
weeks, but minutes after De- 


Santis’ announcement, the 
former president’s campaign 
released a new memo high- 
lighting the pressure on Haley 
to win New Hampshire. 
“Now that we are a mere 48 
hours from the primary, the 
tone has shifted mightily. We 
see it, you see it, but make 
no mistake, if Nikki Haley loses 
in New Hampshire — there 
are only two options,” wrote 
senior advisers Chris LaCivita 
and Susie Wiles. 
“Option A: Nikki Haley drops 
out, unites behind President 
Trump, and commits to de- 
feating Joe Biden,” they 
wrote. “Option B: Nikki Haley 
prepares to be absolutely DE- 
MOLISHED and EMBARRASSED 
in her home state of South 
Carolina,” which votes on 
Feb. 24. 
“Now, for some important 
advice,” they continued. 
“Choose wisely.” 
Trump himself addressed De- 
Santis’ departure shortly after 
it was announced during a 
stop at Manchester campaign 
headquarters, according to 
a video shared by his staff. 
“We just got some word that 
one of our opponents, very 
capable person, is dropping 
out of the race — Ron DeSan- 
tis. And Ron is dropping out 
and, in doing so, he endorsed 
us,” Trump said to cheers, be- 
fore a “Trump!” chant broke 
out in the room of volunteers. 
Asked if he would be using 
the nickname “Ron DeSanc- 
timonious”: “I said that name 
is officially retired,” he said to 
loud cheers. 
At roughly the same time not 
far away, DeSantis’ dejected 
supporters gathered privately 
in the Manchester restaurant 
where he had been sched- 
uled to speak. 
Rep. James Spillane, of Deer- 
field, said he had initially 
backed Trump, switched to 
DeSantis and will now vote 
for Trump. 
“I had a suspicion this morn- 
ing, and I had talked to some 
friends of mine saying the way 
I was hearing things shake out, 
I thought this was going to 
happen, and I was right,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, DeSan- 
tis is not going to be able to 
make it forward. However, in 
the future, hopefully we can 
have a viable way forward 
in 2028.”q 


Republican presidential candidate Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks during a campaign event, 
Jan. 17, 2024, in Hampton, N.H. 
Associated Press 
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RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — In 
what’s become an annual 
winter tradition, hundreds 
of people carrying torches 
set fire to a giant wooden 
beetle effigy in Custer, South 
Dakota, to raise awareness 
of the destructive impact of 
the mountain pine beetle on 
forest land in the Black Hills. 
Custer firefighters prepared 
and lighted the torches for 
residents to carry in a march 
to the pyre Saturday night 
in the 11th Burning Beetle 
fest, the Rapid City Journal 


reported. 
People set the tall beetle 
effigy on fire amid drum 
beats and chants of “Burn, 
beetle, burn.” Firefighters 
kept watch, warning partici- 
pants not to throw the torch- 
es, even as some people 
launched the burning sticks 
into pine trees piled at the 
base of the beetle. Fireworks 
dazzled overhead. 
The event, which includes a 
talent show and “bug crawl,” 
supports the local arts. 
The U.S. Forest Service calls 


the mountain pine beetle 
“the most aggressive, per- 
sistent, 
and 
destructive 
bark beetle in the western 
United States and Canada.” 
The Black Hills have experi- 
enced several outbreaks of 
the beetle since the 1890s, 
the most recent being from 
1996-2016, affecting 703 
square miles (1820 square 
kilometers), according to the 
South Dakota Department 
of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources.q 


By TRAVIS LOLLER 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Subfreezing conditions and 
treacherous roadways have 
contributed to dozens of 
deaths this month across 
the U.S., where states as far 
south as Texas and Florida 
remain gripped by deadly 
Arctic weather Sunday. But 
the numbing cold is expect- 
ed to ease up in the com- 
ing days. Nationally, winter 
storms have claimed at least 
69 lives around the U.S. this 
January, many involving 
hypothermia or road acci- 
dents. On Sunday, crews in 
Memphis, Tennessee, con- 
tinued to work around the 
clock to find and fix broken 
pipes that were causing low 
water pressure throughout 
the system. Memphis Light, 
Gas and Water President 
and CEO Doug McGowen 
told reporters Sunday after- 
noon that crews are making 
progress and he expects 
most of the 700,000 people 
the utility services to have 
water restored over the next 
24 hours. 
“If we remain on this very 
positive path, and we are 
on a positive path, I believe 
that by Wednesday we will 
have pressure sufficient for us 
to take samples of our water 
system,” he said. “Assuming 
good results, we think that 
means a Thursday for lifting 
of the boil water advisory.” 
McGowen also asked peo- 
ple to stop dripping their fau- 
cets to help build pressure in 


the system. Memphis Light, 
Gas and Water was repair- 
ing 10 water main breaks 
on Sunday afternoon, and 
McGowen said he expects 
to see more as the ground 
continues to thaw. The utility 
said it previously repaired 41 
broken water mains and lo- 
cated more than 4,000 leaks 
at homes and businesses. 
Rhodes College, in Memphis, 
began sending residential 
students home on Saturday 
and moving those who could 
not return home to hotels. 
The school was planning 
virtual classes on Monday 
and Tuesday. 
“We ask that you NOT come 
to campus either day due 
to the ongoing water situ- 


ation and the hazards that 
creates,” the school an- 
nouncement said. Sam Roth 
is a junior majoring in politics, 
philosophy and economics 
who drove back home to 
Nashville rather than staying 
in a hotel where he would 
still be required to boil water. 
“Our faucets stopped work- 
ing, and they said not to use 
any of the restrooms on our 
floor, and our showers were 
not working very well either,” 
he said of the situation in his 
dormitory. 
Restaurants and bars were 
using bottled water to serve 
customers on Sunday. Some 
restaurants remained closed, 
citing the water issue, while 
others had a modified menu. 


Memphis was the largest, but 
not the only, water system 
in Tennessee to experience 
problems from the unusually 
cold weather. The Tennessee 
Emergency Management 
Agency said on Saturday 
night that 28 water systems 
have issued boil water no- 
tices. 
In Tipton County, the fire de- 
partment in Mason warned 
residents on Saturday to be 
prepared for a multiday 
water outage. Fire officials 
said in a Facebook post that 
water crews were working at 
all hours to try to isolate and 
repair leaks. 
The mayor acknowledged 
in an interview with WMC-TV 
that the town has had water 


issues in the past due to a 
system that “nobody took 
care of for a long time” and 
is need of updates. 
“The whole town has been 
without water for five days,” 
said exasperated Mason 
resident Christina Ray. The 
fire department is handing 
out water throughout the 
town of 1,300 residents, but 
is limiting it to one case per 
day, per household. That’s 
not enough for her family, 
which was collecting snow 
to flush the toilets. 
“It’s hard to cook. It’s hard 
to flush toilets. It’s hard to do 
dishes. We can’t wash laun- 
dry,” she said. 
With warmer temperatures 
predicted this week, Ray 
now says she’s faced with 
another worry: the potential 
of bursting pipes. 
The continued cold weather 
is also responsible for at least 
25 deaths in Tennessee, ac- 
cording to the Tennessee 
Department of Health. 
Just south in Mississippi, the 
state’s Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency said Sunday 
that 10 people have died 
of causes related to frigid 
weather since Jan. 14. 
Elsewhere, 
freezing 
rain, 
sleet and high wind gusts 
later Sunday would make 
traveling in parts of Kansas 
and Oklahoma particularly 
treacherous, the National 
Weather Service said. Wind 
chills in Iowa made it feel like 
minus 20 degrees Fahrenheit 
(minus 7 degrees Celsius) in 
some parts.q 


Much of US still gripped by Arctic weather as Memphis deals with 
numerous broken water pipes 


Steam billows from the Burgess Biopower mill in Berlin, N.H., Sunday, Jan. 21, 2024. 
Associated Press 


‘Burn, beetle, burn’: Hundreds of people torch an 
effigy of destructive bug in South Dakota town 


Fireworks go off while the beetle goes up in flames after being set 
on fire during the 11th annual Burning Beetle event on Saturday, 
Jan. 20, 2024, at Pageant Park in Custer, S.D. 
Associated Press 
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North Korea stresses alignment with Russia against U.S. and says 
Putin could visit at an early date 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
North Korea said Sunday that 
Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin expressed his willingness 
to visit the North at an un- 
specified "early date" as the 
countries continue to align in 
the face of their separate, 
intensifying confrontations 
with the United States. 
The North Korean Foreign 
Ministry highlighted Putin's in- 
tent for a visit following North 
Korean Foreign Minister Choe 
Son Hui's meetings with Putin 
and Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov in Moscow last 
week. The ministry said in a 
statement published by state 
media that the two countries 
agreed to further strategic 
and tactical cooperation 
with Russia to establish a 
"new multi-polarized interna- 
tional order," a reference to 
their efforts to build a united 
front against Washington. 
Putin had already confirmed 
his willingness to visit the 
capital, Pyongyang, at a 
convenient time during his 
meeting with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un in Rus- 
sia's Far East in September. 
One of the few world lead- 
ers openly supporting Putin's 
war on Ukraine, Kim has 
been actively boosting the 
visibility of his ties with Russia 
in an attempt to break out 
of diplomatic isolation and 
strengthen his footing, as 
he navigates a deepening 
nuclear standoff with Wash- 


ington, Seoul and Tokyo. 
In a separate statement on 
Sunday, the North's Foreign 
Ministry condemned the U.N. 
Security Council for calling 
an emergency meeting over 
the country's latest ballistic 
test, which state media de- 
scribed as a new intermedi- 
ate-range solid-fuel missile 
tipped with a hypersonic 
warhead. The ministry said 
the test-firing on Jan. 14 was 
among the country's regular 
activities to improve its de- 
fense capabilities and that 
it didn't pose a threat to its 
neighbors. 
South Korea on Thursday 
urged the Security Council 


"to break the silence" over 
North Korea's escalating mis- 
sile tests and threats. Russia 
and China, both permanent 
members of the council, 
have blocked U.S.-led ef- 
forts to increase sanctions on 
North Korea over its recent 
weapons tests, underscoring 
a divide deepened over Rus- 
sia's war on Ukraine. 
The 
alignment 
between 
Pyongyang and Moscow 
has raised international con- 
cerns about alleged arms 
cooperation, in which the 
North provides Russia with 
munitions to help prolong its 
fighting in Ukraine, possibly in 
exchange for badly needed 


economic aid and military 
assistance to help upgrade 
Kim's forces. Both Pyongyang 
and Russia have denied ac- 
cusations by Washington 
and Seoul about North Ko- 
rean arms transfers to Russia. 
North Korea's Foreign Minis- 
try, in comments published 
by state media, said Choe 
and the Russian officials in 
their meetings expressed a 
"strong will to further strength- 
en strategic and tactical 
cooperation in defending 
the core interests of the two 
countries and establishing a 
new multi-polarized interna- 
tional order." 
Russia 
expressed 
"deep 


thanks" to North Korea for 
its "full support" over its war 
on Ukraine, the North Korean 
ministry said. It said Choe 
and the Russian officials ex- 
pressed "serious concern" 
over the United States' ex- 
panding military coopera- 
tion with its Asian allies that 
they blamed for worsening 
tensions in the region and 
threatening North Korea's 
sovereignty and security in- 
terests. 
Tensions on the Korean Penin- 
sula are at their highest point 
in years, after Kim in recent 
months used Russia's invasion 
of Ukraine as a distraction to 
ramp up his weapons tests 
and military demonstrations. 
The United States, South 
Korea and Japan have re- 
sponded by strengthening 
their combined military ex- 
ercises, which Kim portrays 
as invasion rehearsals, and 
sharpening their deterrence 
plans built around nuclear- 
capable U.S. assets. 
In the latest tit-for-tat, North 
Korea on Friday said it con- 
ducted a test of a purported 
nuclear-capable underwa- 
ter attack drone in response 
to a combined naval exer- 
cise by the United States, 
South Korea and Japan 
last week, as it continued to 
blame its rivals for tensions in 
the region. 
Choe's visit to Moscow came 
as Kim continues to use do- 
mestic political events to is- 
sue provocative threats of 
nuclear conflict.q 


North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui arrives to meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024. 
Associated Press 


13 students reported killed in an elementary 
school dorm fire in China’s Henan province 


By HUIZHONG WU 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — A fire 
broke out in dorms at a 
boarding school for ele- 
mentary students in central 
Henan province, and 13 
students died in the blaze, 
Chinese state media re- 
ported Saturday. 
All of the dead were third 
grade students, a teach- 
er told Zonglan news, a 
state-backed media outlet 
from Hebei province. One 
person rescued from the 
scene was being treated in 
the hospital, CCTV, China's 
state broadcaster said. 


Police set up a cordon 
around the school, a Xin- 
hua news report showed, 
and the dorm where the 
fire had happened was 
charred black even on the 
outside of the building. The 
school had metal grilles 
covering the windows, as 
is common in buildings in 
China. The dormitory room 
housed approximately 30 
students, according to Xin- 
hua. The remaining 16 stu- 
dents were safely evacu- 
ated. The fire started Friday 
night and was put out just 
before midnight at Yingcai 
School in rural Fangcheng 


district in central Henan. 
The school's owner was de- 
tained, CCTV reported. 
State media reported that 
public records showed the 
owner of the school is a 
man called Li Jizhong. The 
AP could not reach Li. 
Local authorities said they 
were 
investigating 
the 
cause of the fire. China's 
central Emergency Man- 
agement 
Ministry 
dis- 
patched a team to the 
scene to do an investiga- 
tion as well. 
Fire safety remains a con- 
cern across the country. 
Last April, a fire in a hospital 


in Beijing killed 29 people. 
Patients trapped in the mul- 
tistory building apparently 
tied bedsheets into make- 


shift ropes and escaped by 
climbing out windows, as 
seen in videos circulating 
on social media. q 


In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, the dormitory 
with charred windows is seen after a fire at the Yingcai School 
in Dushu Town, Fangcheng County, Nanyang city in central 
China's Henan province on Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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4 local police officers in eastern Mexico are under investigation 
after man is shot to death 


By ALBA ALEMÁN 
Associated Press 
LERDO DE TEJADA, Mexico 
(AP) — Four local police of- 
ficers in Mexico were placed 
under investigation in con- 
nection with the shooting 
death of a man in the Gulf 
of Mexico state of Veracruz, 
after neighbors in the town 
surrounded the officers and 
attacked them. 
The Veracruz Public Security 
Department said in a state- 
ment the officers from Lerdo 
de Tejada, a coastal town in 
the south of the state, were 
detained late Friday. They 
were handed over to the 
prosecutor's office to inves- 
tigate the death of 27-year- 
old Brando de Jesús Arellano 
Cruz, it said. 
Arellano Cruz was shot Friday 
night while in his vehicle. His 
family speculated the police 
may have flagged Arellano 
Cruz down and he didn't stop 
out of fear of the local se- 
curity forces, who are highly 
mistrusted by local residents. 
The victim phoned his father, 
Delfino Arellano Ramírez, 
and told him that the offi- 
cers were following him and 
that he was on his way to his 
grandmother's house. 
Arellano Ramírez said that 
just after the call he went 


to the grandmother's house 
and that when he arrived, 
his son's vehicle was stopped 
and he heard two gun- 
shots. "He stopped the car 
because he arrived at his 
grandmother's house ... and 
once the car was stopped 
there, they shot him with im- 
punity," he said. 
When Arellano Ramirez ap- 
proached the car, he saw 


the impact of the bullet in the 
glass and he looked through 
the window. "I saw that my 
son was on his face and was 
already dripping blood," he 
said. Arellano Cruz had been 
shot in the head. 
Arellano Cruz's father and 
mother — who arrived at 
the scene shortly afterwards 
— said they rebuked the of- 
ficers, asking for explanations 


but the officers intimidated 
them and told them that 
they had nothing to do with 
what happened. 
Soon, dozens of neighbors 
surrounded the local police 
officers and began to beat 
them angrily. One police- 
man fled, the family said. The 
other four were rescued by 
state police and the National 
Guard and taken to a hospi- 


tal. Apparently, those are the 
four officers who are under 
investigation. 
Residents said the crowd was 
furious and went on to set 
fire to the town hall. When 
Associated Press journalist 
arrived, two patrol cars, a 
van and part of the town hall 
building had been burned 
and dozens of angry people 
were still there. Mayor María 
Esther Arroniz said on social 
media that she lamented 
Arellano Cruz's death but 
condemned people who 
used the event "to feed ha- 
tred, vandalism and social 
instability." Residents have re- 
peatedly denounced abuses 
by security forces. 
Shopkeeper 
Julio 
Cesar 
Ramirez recounted Friday 
night how he was detained 
twice and falsely accused of 
carrying illegal substances. 
"Perhaps this is not the cor- 
rect way the people should 
have acted, but we must 
also understand that the 
people are tired of abuses, 
tired of arbitrariness," he said. 
Impunity runs rampant in 
Mexico. Only 1% of all crimes 
committed were reported, 
investigated and resolved in 
2022, according to a survey 
by the National Institute of 
Statistics and Geography.q 


Erika Maria Cruz, left, grieves as her husband Delfino Arellano embraces the body of their son, 
Brando Arellano Cruz, fatally shot by police after he failed to pull over, in Lerdo de Tejada near 
Veracruz, México, Saturday, Jan. 19, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Egypt’s leader el-Sissi slams Ethiopia-Somaliland coastline deal 
and vows support for Somalia 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's lead- 
er said Sunday his country 
stands shoulder to shoulder 


with Somalia in its dispute 
with landlocked Ethiopia, 
which struck a deal with So- 
maliland to obtain access 
to the sea and establish a 


marine force base. 
President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi 
slammed Ethiopia's agree- 
ment with the breakaway 
region. 
He called on Ethiopia to seek 
benefits from seaports in So- 
malia and Djibouti "through 
transitional means," rather 
than through attempts to 
"control another (country's) 
territory." 
"We will not allow anyone to 
threaten Somalia or infringe 
upon its territory," el-Sissi told 
a joint news conference in 
Cairo with Somali President 
Hassan Sheikh Mahmoud. 
"No one should attempt to 
threaten Egypt's brothers, es- 
pecially if our brothers asked 
us to stand with them." 
Somaliland, a region strategi- 
cally located by the Gulf of 


Aden, broke away from So- 
malia in 1991 as the country 
collapsed into a warlord-led 
conflict. The region has main- 
tained its own government 
despite its lack of interna- 
tional recognition. 
Somaliland leader Muse 
Bihi Abdi signed a memo- 
randum of understanding 
with Ethiopian Prime Minis- 
ter Abiy Ahmed earlier this 
month to allow Ethiopia to 
lease a 20-kilometer (12.4- 
mile) stretch of coastline 
to establish a marine force 
base. 
Sheikh Mohamud, the Somali 
president, rejected the deal 
as a violation of internation- 
al law, saying: "We will not 
stand idly by and watch our 
sovereignty being compro- 
mised." 


He arrived in Egypt this week- 
end to rally support for his 
government. He met with the 
Arab League chief Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit and Al-Azhar 
mosque's 
Grand 
Imam, 
Sheikh Ahmed al-Tayeb. 
Egypt is at odds with Ethiopia 
over a controversial hydro- 
electric dam Ethiopia has 
built on the Nile river's main 
tributary. 
The two countries — along 
with Sudan — have been 
trying for over a decade to 
reach a negotiated agree- 
ment on the filling and oper- 
ation of the $4 billion Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance dam. 
The latest round of talks last 
month ended without a 
deal and Cairo and Addis 
Ababa traded blame for the 
failure.q 


Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi looks on during a meeting 
with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Cairo, Egypt, 
Thursday Jan. 11, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting Aruba’s name on the world stage 


Rhythms Circus Company Aruba is a talented 
group of young people working daily to pres- 
ent their art in the form of acrobatics, danc- 
ing, acting and singing. After an impactful 
participation in one of America’s biggest tal- 
ent shows, they are now bringing their amaz- 
ing talent to Aruba! 


In a show full of light, music, and with perfor- 
mances to famous musical figures like Elvis 
Presley, Michael Jackson and Tina Turner, the 
group consisting of 15 people from various 
countries delights the audience with their ar- 
tistic prowess at the Paseo Herencia Mall, ev- 
ery Wednesday and Friday starting at 7pm. 
Each day has a different show, so you can 
attend both nights for the complete experi- 
ence! 


RCCA also offers the possibility for you and 
your family to enjoy dinner before the show! 
Starting from 6pm, you and your family can 
delight from the wide-ranged menu that in- 
cludes a variation of delicious main course 
meals complete with a delectable flan des- 
sert as a sweet treat. Enjoy your dinner even 
more at a VIP table complete with comfort 
seating! 


The group, under the leadership of directors 
and creators Diego Jaramillo and Yamila 
Hernandez are opening the doors to the ball- 
room to our local audience as well as our visi- 
tors so that everyone can have the privilege 
of experiencing this wonderful show. 


Hernandez explained that the idea for this 
project started in 2010 when she came to 
work in Aruba. After being on the island for a 
while she decided to stay and live here, and 
she met Diego Jaramillo, who is currently her 
partner. Together they came with the idea 
to establish a company together with other 
professional artists, with the goal of living from 
their art. 


Hernandez says that the work is hard – all of 
the performers are professional artists, and 
while the production of the show is not a 
challenge for them, selling the idea proved 
difficult since at the time, there weren’t any 
shows of its kind on the island. 


America’s Got Talent 
Currently they are offering a show with mu- 
sic, choreography and at the end, they have 


a shocking acrobatics ending, one that was 
seen by thousands of people around the 
world when the group travelled to Los An- 
geles in the United States to represent Aru- 
ba in America’s Got Talent. Hernandez said 
that the show was very important for them 
to meet the public present because people 
could experience this performance live and 
right before their eyes. 


Their presentation in America’s Got Talent 
“was incredible” and they were able to meet 
the jury and many other artists staying there 
for three months. But the exhaustion and 
physical toll was so great that Diego suffered 
an accident, and because of this, they had 
to cancel all future commitments. 


Reservations and tickets 
To make a reservation to see this incredible 
display of creativity and acrobatics, scan the 
QR code which will take you directly to their 
website for a booking. To find more informa- 
tion about RCCA, please visit their Instagram 
page @rccaruba. q 


Blackstone Beach 


(Oranjestad)—Named after its most 
recognizable feature, the Blackstone 
Beach almost represents the oppo- 
site of the typical Aruban beaches. 
For one, it has black sand and is 
covered in black smooth stones. 
Secondly, it lies on the northern side 
of the island, away from the white 
sandy beaches of in the southern re- 
gion. So, if you feel up for something 
different—or if it’s opposite day, visit 
the Blackstone Beach. 


Blackstone Beach shows the more 
natural side of Aruba: the stones that 
cover the beaches and the shape 
of it has been crafted for thousand 
years via volcanic eruptions, coral 
reef movements and wave activity of 
the rural northern part of the island. 
Located further east to the Natu- 
ral Bridge and Andicuri Beach, the 
Blackstone Beach is relatively easy 
to access. Once you get passed 
the Ayo Rock Formation, take the 
Andicuri road leading up to Andicuri 


Beach. There, you can park your car 
and take a 1km hike towards Black- 
stone Beach. 
This beach forms part of the Arikok 
National Park and is therefore a site 
that is preserved. This is why it is also 
relatively untouched by commercial 
influences. Despite being called a 
beach, do note that it is not advised 
to swim in the water, as the current is 
very strong and can easily stray you 
further in the wild ocean. However, 
you can still enjoy a spectacular 


view of the stones and the northern 
ocean that stretches out in front of 
the beach and take a picture with 
your friends or family!Q 
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Visit the historic museum at Fort Zoutman! 


(Oranjestad)—Located in the middle 
of downtown Oranjestad, situated 
right next to the government build- 
ing “Cocolishi”, is one of the oldest 
buildings of Aruba: Fort Zoutman. 
First constructed in 1796, this site has 
been used (or left unused) in many 
ways and have survived eras of war 
and attempted dismantling. 


When anyone refers to Fort Zoutman, 
they are actually referring to two sep- 
arate buildings that, over the years, 
have been merged: the fort and the 
tower. That’s right, the iconic 5-story, 
squared tower was not part of the 
original structure of the fort, and is 


actually called “Willem III Toren”. 
Constructed in 1867, this tower was 
named after the then-reigning king 
of The Netherlands, Willem III. Willem 
III Toren was originally a light tower, 
but after a request from Lieutenant 
Governor Jan Helenus in 1866, it also 
became a bell tower. 
The fort itself was originally construct- 
ed to protect the commerce bay 
of Paardenbaai from pirates and 
other disreputable characters roam- 
ing the Caribbean Sea. Unlike the 
Willem III Toren, Fort Zoutman had a 
more tumultuous past, including the 
on-and-off reception of unwanted 
members of the English military sev- 
eral times (The Netherlands was at 
constant war with England back in 
the colonial era). 
Over the years, both the fort and the 
tower had functioned as different 
government center points, including 
a tax and stamps office. For some 


time these two buildings also housed 
a police precinct and jail, and even 
experienced abandonment until the 
Cultural Center Aruba Foundation 
(CCA) petitioned for its renovation in 
1964, turning the site into the Historic 
Museum it currently is. 
Despite its small size, The Historic 
Museum guards a rich depository 
of the commercial, military and so- 
cial history of Oranjestad, offering a 
glance into how the social culture 


of the town came to be. If you are 
interested in history and want to learn 
more about Aruba, then Fort Zout- 
man should definitely be included 
into your itinerary. 


The museum is open Monday to Fri- 
day from 9am-6pm, and Saturday 
from 10am-2pm. 


Source: The Old Fort of Aruba by Jan 
Hartog. 


Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches 


(Oranjestad)—One of the 
biggest concerns that par- 
ents have when travelling 
with their children is a guar- 
antee of their safety and 
healthy enjoyment. There- 
fore, we thought it would 
be a great help to travel- 
ling parents to list off some 
the 
most 
family-friendly 
beaches around the island. 


Baby Beach in San Nicolas 
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s 
most popular and visited 
beaches, and for good rea- 
son: This sandy and quiet 
lagoon is a great place for 
parents to sit back and re- 
lax while their children play 
in the shallow shores of the 
beach. Beside the relaxing 
atmosphere, there are also 
several services that may 
accommodate your stay, 


like a parking lot, sun tent 
rentals, chairs, bathrooms 
and a snack bar right at 
the far left of the beach. 


Mangel Halto in Pos 
Chiquito 
Mangel Halto is situated 
in the back streets of the 
Pos Chiquito city. Though 
there are several stairs on 
the sides of the beach cliff 
leading you down, the best 


spot for families to hang 
out is across the bridge, 
passed the mangrove trees 
near the entrance sign. 
Here, there are small and 
big palapas, perfect for 
big and small families to 
set up their belongings. In 
this area, the shore is also 
shallow, falling right around 
your knee before slowly 
getting deeper: perfect for 
kids to safely play. 


Eagle Beach/Palm Beach 
in the hotel area 
Yet another highly popular 
beach site, Eagle Beach 
and Palm Beach is where 
most of our visitors go to 
tan, swim or play in the 
white sand. Because they 
are near the low-rise and 
high-rise hotel areas, these 
beaches are the most ac- 
cessible for visitors on foot. 
These beaches also offer 
many palapas free to use, 
but you can also rent chairs 
and tents. Much like Baby 
Beach, these sites are one 
of the best beaches for 


your children to play and 
build sand castles. 


Boca Catalina in Malmok 
Boca Catalina is a small bay 
beach near the Malmok 
beach area further down 
the hotel areas. Though it 
may not be a very sandy 
beach, it is relatively quiet 
and tranquil. This is a great 
place for family to lay down 
a big blanket and have a 
little picnic. This is also one 
of the best places to snor- 
kel, as this area is filled with 
little fish and corals, even 
close to the shore. 


Palm Island 
Ok, this one is technically 
not a beach, but a must- 
visit attraction for family fun. 
This small water park oasis is 
located further down the 
Mangel Halto Beach and 
is reachable by boat. This 
water park offers 6 hours of 
fun activities, food, drinks, 
and a chance to see pink 
flamingoes up close! q 


LOCAL A9 
Monday 22 January 2024 


Weather forecast 
Valid until Monday, January 22 2024, 18:00 hours 


There is an alert for strong winds will become in 
effect as by monday 6 am. A small craft adviso- 
ry, especially for the east to northwest Coastal 
region will remain in effect until further notice. 


Weather: 
This evening: partly cloudy and generally dry 
During the overnight, early morning and tomor- 
row: Partly cloudy with a possible passing show- 
er 


Maximum temperature 32 centigrade 
Minimum temperature 26 centigrade 
Heat index during and around the afternoon 
Hours: 33 to 38 degrees Celsius 
UV index: 8 


Sunset : 6:36 pm 
Sunrise: 7:06 am 


Wind: 
From generally east directions and moderate 
to fresh; force 4 to 5 (20 to 39 km/hr, 11 to 21 
knots). 
During daytime strong to near gale force to 
possibly gale force in gusts; 
Force 6 to 8 (40 to 64 km/hr, 22 to 35 knots). 


Synopsis for the next 24 hours: 
The pressure gradient in the Caribbean is still 
strong and will support a moderate to strong 
breeze, reaching at times near gale force to 
possibly gale force in gusts. Otherwise, the at- 
mosphere is relatively dry and will inhibit most of 
the development of the rain producing clouds. 
Therefore, generally dry weather conditions will 
prevail. 


Marine conditions/ state of the sea: 
On the protected sites: smooth: around 1 foot. 
On the south sections: moderate at 3 to 4 feet. 
On the east to northwest coastlines: 
Generally moderate to locally quite rough at 6 
to 7, locally 8 feet. 


Warnings/ advisories: 
A small craft advisory remains in effect for the 
east to northwest coastal sections and open 
seas until further notice.q 


Enjoy one of the best views on Aruba at the top of the Hooiberg Hill 


(Oranjestad)—If you are 
a regular hiker, or may- 
be want to spice up your 
morning work out session, 
then you might enjoy one 
of the most popular climb- 
ing sites on the island: The 
Hooiberg Hill. Accompa- 
nied with a 600-step stair- 
case, this hill overlooks a 
great part of the island, the 
Caribbean sea, and some- 
times even the Santa Anna 
mountain located in the 


coastal state of Falcon in 
Venezuela, providing one 
of the best views you can 
get on Aruba. 


located at the center dis- 
trict of the island, Santa 
Cruz, the Hooiberg Hill is 
the second highest point 
on the island at 165 meters 
above sea level (or about 
540 feet above sea level). 
The highest point is Ja- 
manota Hill at 189 meters 
(620 feet), located in the 
Arikok National Park. 
The staircase that run on 
the side of the hill was first 
built in 1951, when Mr. Edu- 
ardo Tromp constructed it. 
At that time, the staircase 


consisted 
of 
900 
steps. 
Over time, as the steps 
faced erosion, the govern- 
ment decided to renovate 
these stairs in 1991. This 
new project delivered the 
newer staircase with only 
587 steps. However, don’t 
be fooled—it may still be 
a work out to get on top. 
In addition, there is now a 
gazebo placed halfway up 
the stair for a little rest. The 
view at this resting stop is 
also a sight to see. 


The best time to climb the 
hill would be early in the 
morning or right before 
sunset, as it may not be as 
hot. However, the hill is of 


course open all day, every 
day. q 
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History of fishing in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Fishing has 
been a family tradition for 
ages in Aruba. Our ances- 
tors used to fish for a living. 
Even 
though 
nowadays 
you don’t see them often 
we still have some passion- 
ate fishermen on the island 
that go out every day in 
search for fish to feed their 
families and serve our local 
market. One of these fisher- 
man is Gregory Wernet. 


The so-called Continental 
Bank between Aruba and 
the opposite coast reaches 
a depth of about 650 feet. 
The sea is very rich in fish 
here. Since the time of the 
indigenous native people 
fish and other sea creatures 
such as turtles, octopus 
squids, conch and many 
type of crustaceans have 
formed a means of subsis- 
tence for the native Aru- 
ban inhabitants. Especially 
along the west coast of 
the island where the fishing 
grounds are settlements of 
fishermen. Until the arrival 
of the oil -industry Aruban 
fishermen could supply Aru- 
ba’s wants. 
As a source of income, how- 
ever, fishing did not amount 
too much. In the beginning 
of the 1900’s approximately 
160 people earn their living 
in this branch of this indus- 
try. Rancho, which stands 
for a shed, nowadays east 
Oranjestad, was the head 
quarter and remains the 


fishermen’s settlement. Sa- 
vaneta, Noord, Santa Cruz 
all had their fishermen’s vil- 
lages. At a rough estimate 
there were about a hun- 
dred small fishing boats 
during that time. 
The Arubans were mainly 
engaged in coastal fishing, 
using rowing-boats or small 
sailing-boats, and lines or 
dragnets and canisters in 
shallow water. When fish- 
ing with deep-sea lines just 
over the bottom of the sea 
the boat is kept in place by 
means of a piece of rock 
serving as an anchor. The 
two most important species 
of fish by far caught in this 
manner are the pargo or 
red snappers and a variety 
of groupers like the mero, 
jeanpao and the wowo di 
boyo. 
Cruising off the coast the 
Aruban fisherman patient- 
ly waits for a fish willing to 
snap at the bait on the 
drag-line, in nets and traps. 
Veritable giants are some- 
times caught. Barracudas 
weigh from 9 to 44 pounds 
and measure from 3 to al- 
most 7 feet. The king-fish 
has a weight from 22 to 44 
pounds; the moclat may 
tip the scales at 155, whilst 
garfish, having a length of 
nine feet, weigh over 132 
pounds. 
Most fish caught is used 
for their own consumption, 
to feed their families and 
some are being sold in the 


market to local restaurants. 
Fisherman Gregory Wernet 
Gregory Wernet is a well- 
known fisherman from San- 
ta Cruz. His father taught 
him fishing when he was 
a small child. Gregory has 
two sons, Jordan and Jor- 
danny, which he taught 
fishing too, when they were 
only 3 years old and he 
takes them fishing with him. 
Fishing has been a fam- 
ily tradition for quite a long 
time and even his grand- 
son Willvion of 7 years old 
is following his grandfather 
steps. This is the sixth gen- 
eration of fishermen in their 
family. 
They go deep sea fishing. 
There they catch red snap- 
per, grouper and amber- 


jack. They usually fish for 
15 hours a day, but now 
due to the covid-19 mea- 
surements they go fishing 
from 5 in the morning until 
8 o’clock at night or even 
sometimes from 8 at night 
till 5 in the morning. The 
day before they prepare 
all their fishing tools such as 
the Lines, lures, spears, and 
load their boat with fishing 
reels, batteries, fill the gaso- 
line tank, lights and some 
food and beverages. For 
bait he uses sardines, squid 
and the small fish known 
in Aruba as piskechi. The 
have two boats they use 
for fishing. ‘Virgen del Valle’ 
which is parked at the pier 
by the Seaport and ‘Pa- 
drot’ which they have at 


home. 
The fish they catch they 
take home to their families 
and they also sell it to their 
clients. Gregory is proud to 
be a fisherman. It is a hon- 
est and humble job but 
with it he is able to feed 
his family even during hard 
times. It is a very dangerous 
job and you have to spend 
many hours on the sea, 
waiting patiently and risk- 
ing your life while fighting a 
big fish and big waves but 
the adrenaline it brings with 
it but also just sitting there 
listening to the sound of the 
waves and enjoying the 
marvelous view that nature 
has to offer is all worth it. 


Source: Etnia Nativa 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of the island, 
standing alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large anchor. 
It overlooks the sea just beyond, 
watching over the shipping lanes. 
It stands there in memory and in 
honor of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” land- 
mark when you visit Aruba. It is 
among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you add 
this stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast of Aru- 
ba. The bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep blue 
Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at the en- 
trance to Gate 6 to the former 
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” junc- 
tion to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are stay- 
ing on the island, follow the signs 
that indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc- 
tion, it will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the anchor, 
it’s huge! The anchor that weighs 
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the “fluke” or 
horizontal and vertical parts of the 
anchor, respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was manufac- 
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, 
at a foundry located in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come 
From? 
There are a number of stories as 
to the origins of the anchor, which 
one do you think it was? (Unfortu- 
nately the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination can 
pick which one you think it might 
be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu- 
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully 
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part of 


the island. This is the usual shallow 
mooring location for ships await- 
ing orders, etc. The weather was 
rough with strong current. The nor- 
mal procedure is that they would 
walk out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches the 
bottom while the chain must rest 
on the bottom. Subsequently, they 
will walk out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts to swing 
or lean on one side, the anchor is 
properly set. Because of the rough 
weather, unfortunately they did 
not get the time to walk out the 
extra tackles and because of the 
tension exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the anchor 
and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one 
time a small tanker with a Korean 
crew, while lifting their anchor also 
lifted another anchor near the in- 
ner harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his tug- 
boat along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to cut the 
chain and let the anchor go to the 
bottom because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become a 
Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 and 1985, 
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti- 
nus – the Harbormaster of Aruba; 


Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 
Superintendent of Lago’s Labora- 
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversation with 
Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restaurant in 
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for de- 
veloping the San Nicolas area, told 
these gentlemen that he would 
like to come up with something in- 
novative for the San Nicolas area 
to draw tourism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that time 
was being stored at the Oranjes- 
tad harbor, was suggested as an 
option. Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the President of 
Lago for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted permis- 
sion and the anchor was then re- 
located to its present location and 
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing of the Lago 
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor was 
slowly weathering from the wind 
and salt. As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the anchor 
slowly faded away from people’s 
memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died on Sep- 
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam 


Speziale, 
requested 
assistance 
from the management of Valero 
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba Re- 
finery, graciously sandblasted and 
painted the anchor and poured a 
concrete pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor monument 
was rededicated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands both as 
memorial to all seaman who have 
lost their lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe Colora- 
do is part of San Nicolas and that 
San Nicolas is still a vibrant and im- 
portant part of the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to 
the south end of the island, you will 
want to include in your itinerary the 
many things to see and do there. 
The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our rec- 
ommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, 
if you enjoy catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sunrise. But 
in reality, anytime is a good time to 
visit, depending on your personal 
schedule.q 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago Colony in San Nicolas 
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Gambling risks rise for young people. 
How to lower the stakes 


By KIMBERLY PALMER 
of NerdWallet 
For Ambus Hunter, what 
started as a fun trip to Las 
Vegas when he was 25 soon 
turned into a gambling ad- 
diction. "I got consumed 
with the vibes," he says, re- 
calling how he loved the 
feeling of winning at first. 
He began gambling back 
home in the Midwest and 
on business trips, playing rou- 
lette whenever possible. He 
burned through thousands 
of dollars of savings before 
realizing he needed to find 
a way to stop. 
Now fully financially recov- 
ered at 37, Hunter works 
as an accredited financial 
counselor in Baltimore, help- 
ing other people recover 
their finances that have 
been damaged by prob- 
lematic gambling. "I learned 
a lot about myself and my 
relationship with money," he 
says, lessons he helps oth- 
ers apply to their own lives 
and budgets. Gambling is 
a growing problem among 
young adults, according to 
experts, largely because 
sports betting and other 
forms of online wagering are 
so easily accessible. "More 
and more youth are becom- 
ing vulnerable to gambling 


and problem gambling. It's a 
social contagion," says Dor- 
othy Nuckols, who teaches 
personal finance for the Uni- 
versity of Maryland Extension 
in Central Maryland. 
Here's how experts suggest 
parents can help teenagers 
and young adults avoid the 
risks of gambling: 
RAISE THE SUBJECT 
Like sex and drugs, gambling 
should be on the list of topics 
to tackle with your children, 
says Lisa Damour, a clinical 
psychologist, parenting ex- 
pert and author of "The Emo- 
tional Lives of Teenagers." 
While gambling might start 
out as a fun way to raise the 
stakes on sports viewing with 
friends, it can quickly spin out 
of control, she says. Damour 
considers gambling to be 
such a prevalent problem 
among teenagers that she 
dedicated an episode of her 
podcast, "Ask Lisa," to it. 
"It's very easy for kids to 
go underground with this," 
as kids often hide risky be- 
havior from their parents, 
Damour says. "It's usually 
better if we're having open 
conversations about the risks 
to which they have access, 
and better if our kids see us 
as allies in keeping them safe 
and helping them make bet- 


ter decisions." 
That means talking about 
the downsides of gam- 
bling, such as losing a lot 
of money, versus banning 
them from participating 
at all, which can backfire, 
Damour says. "If they want 
to do these things, we can't 
stop them," she adds. 
AVOID GAMBLING GIFTS 
AND GAMES 
While giving a lottery ticket 
as a gift to a child or orga- 
nizing a fantasy football 
game for a group of kids 
might seem harmless, do- 
ing so can plant the seeds 
of gambling addiction, says 
Jeffrey Derevensky, director 
of the International Center 
for Youth Gambling Prob- 
lems and High-Risk Behaviors 
at McGill University. 
"One of the early predictors 
for gambling problems is an 
early big win," Derevensky 
says, such as winning $50 
on a lottery ticket at age 12. 
As a result, he urges parents 
to avoid purchasing lottery 
tickets for children, even as 
a last-minute gift. 
"We are trying to delay 
the onset of gambling until 
people have the cognitive 
skills to set limits," Derevensky 
says. "If you don't gamble, 
you can't become a prob- 
lem gambler." 
ENFORCE LIMITS 
Parents can also make sure 
underage minors still living at 
home don't gamble online 
by blocking gambling sites 
and not providing access to 
a credit card, which is gen- 
erally required before plac- 
ing bets. "We found many 
young people are using 
their parents' credit card to 
gamble," Derevensky says. 
Cait DeBaun, vice president 
of strategic communications 
and responsibility for the 
American Gaming Associ- 
ation, said in an email that 
online gambling is for adults 
only. Legal gambling web- 
sites verify the age and iden- 
tity of participants, which 
isn't necessarily the case 
for unregulated operators. 
Parents should never provide 
their own credentials to al- 
low children to gamble, she 
added. Not only is it against 
the law, but it "puts an adult 
product in the hands of a 
vulnerable population."q 


A roulette wheel spins during a game at the Hard Rock casino 
on May 17, 2023. On Jan, 16, 2023, New Jersey gambling 
regulators released statistics showing that Atlantic City's casinos, 
racetracks that accept sports betting and their online partners 
won nearly $5.8 billion from gamblers in 2023, a new record. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
del Pueblo: Tel. 582 1253 
Seroe Preto: Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 
Why more women live in major East Coast 
counties while men outnumber them in the West 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
Anyone who has suspect- 
ed that there are more 
women than men where 
they live, or vice versa, will 
find fodder for their suspi- 
cions in new data from the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 
Whether it refutes or con- 
firms their suspicions likely 
depends on where they 
live. Women outnumber 
men in the largest urban 
counties east of the Missis- 
sippi River, along the East- 
ern Seaboard and in the 
Deep South, while the West 
skews male, according to 
data released last week 
from the 2022 American 
Community Survey 5-year 
estimates, the most com- 
prehensive source of data 
on American life. Those 
numbers were also backed 
up by age and sex figures 
from the 2020 census re- 
leased earlier this year. 
There are limitations to 
what can be concluded 
from the data. Still, Nancy 
Averbach, 57, doesn't find 
the numbers surprising. She 
lost her husband eight years 
ago, and has since found it 
hard to meet a compatible 
partner. Across the U.S. in 
2022, the most recent year 
that figures are available, 
there were 96.6 adult men 
for every 100 adult women 
— and in the Atlanta suburb 
of DeKalb County, where 
Averbach lives, that ratio 
was 87.1, according to the 
survey. An equal ratio of 


men to women would be 
100. "It's really tough to find 
quality men who share simi- 
lar values," Averbach said. 
There aren't many singles 
groups that cater to her 
age group, she says, and 
when such groups put on 
events, they usually attract 
more women than men. 
The sex ratio numbers don't 
reflect sexual preference, 
gender identity or whether 
those surveyed are looking 
for partners. The figures also 
don't reflect intersex peo- 
ple, who, historically, have 
had relatively scant data 
collected on them. 
The ratios vary by geogra- 
phy, in part because of the 
presence of certain insti- 
tutions and industries with 
gender imbalances. In the 
most populous counties in 
the West, this is especially 
discernible. San Diego, for 
instance, has several male- 
dominated military bases, 
which is reflected in the sex 
ratio. In Austin, San Fran- 
cisco, Seattle and San Jose 
there are plentiful jobs in 
tech, a sector where men 
account for around three- 
quarters of the workforce. 
This is in contrast to areas 
with large numbers of col- 
leges or universities, which 
typically have more wom- 
en, according to a Census 
Bureau report from May. 
Adding to the imbalance 
are the effects of historic 
racism in the U.S., includ- 
ing high rates of incar- 
ceration and the mortality 


gap, which have lowered 
the number of men in 
some communities, said 
Karen Guzzo, director of 
the 
Carolina 
Population 
Center at the University 
of North Carolina. Among 
U.S. counties with 500,000 
residents or more, the ar- 
eas where adult women 
outnumber adult men most 
noticeably were in Balti- 
more, New York, Atlanta 
and Philadelphia, as well 
as Birmingham, Alabama; 
and Memphis, Tennessee; 
where the ratios ranged in 
the mid-80s. 
The biggest imbalances of 
men to women, with ratios 
above 103 for those age 
18 and over, were record- 
ed in the West, in counties 
that are home to Colorado 
Springs, Colo.; and Austin, 
as well as California coun- 
ties that are home to San 
Francisco, San Jose and 
Bakersfield, where agricul- 
ture and energy are two of 
the biggest industries. 
At birth, the sex ratio in the 


U.S. has historically been 
105 men for every 100 
women. The ratio inverts 
around age 30. Since the 
mortality rate is higher for 
men than it is for women at 
almost every age group — 
due to violence, drinking, 
smoking, job hazards and 
suicide — that ratio de- 
creases with age, until at 
age 90 or above there are 
typically about two wom- 
en to every man.q 
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Djokovic reaches the Australian Open quarterfinals, 
matching Federer's Grand Slam record 


Novak Djokovic of Serbia reacts during his fourth round match against Adrian Mannarino of 
France at the Australian Open tennis championships at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, 
Sunday, Jan. 21, 2024. 
Associated Press 


By JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Achieving yet another 
record at the Australian 
Open put Novak Djokovic in 
a reflective mood, revealing 
how he thought things might 
change after he'd clinched 
that historic 24th major title. 
Djokovic played his best 
two sets "in a while" in a 6-0, 
6-0, 6-3 demolition of Adrian 
Mannarino on Sunday to 
reach the quarterfinals at 
a major for the 58th time, 
equaling Roger Federer's 
Grand Slam record. 
It's his 14th run to the last 
eight at Melbourne Park, 
where his conversion rate is 
incredible. Of the previous 
13, he's gone on to win 10 
Australian titles. 
"I thought maybe I would 
this year feel slightly more 
relaxed, for lack of better 
term, or maybe less ten- 
sion, less stress on practice 
sessions, matches," he said. 
"But it's not. It is as it always 
was: very high intensity." 
The 36-year-old Djokovic is 
meticulous in his planning 
and preparation and has 
had unprecedented success 
at the Grand Slam events in 
the Open era. 
Even with two more major 
titles than any man in history, 
he said he can't relax and 
just enjoy it. 
"You can see it even today. I 
was 6-Love, 2-Love up. It was 
a long game, and I was like 


going on with discussions, 
heated discussions, with my 
box," he said. "The fire is still 
burning. 
"I'm not playing anymore be- 
cause I need more money or 
I need more points or what- 
ever. I just want to play. I re- 
ally enjoy the competition." 
In the quarterfinals he'll be 
facing No. 12-ranked Taylor 
Fritz, who reached the last 
eight in Australia for the first 
time with a 7-6 (3), 5-7, 6-3, 
6-3 win over 2023 runner-up 
Stefanos Tsitsipas. 
Djokovic was in his post- 
match news conference 
when Fritz and Tsitsipas were 
still on court. He was asked 
about both potential rivals, 
and said he was confident if 
he played to his level. 
No surprise to Fritz, who is 0-8 
against Djokovic. 
"I mean, if I beat someone 
eight times in a row, I'd be 
pretty confident playing 
them, too, I can't really fault 
him for that," Fritz said, before 
adding that he was improv- 
ing and was coming off his 
first win over at top 10 player 
at a Slam. 
"I think that I have a lot more 
level to bring than I've previ- 
ously brought against him. 
Hopefully I can play another 
match like today." 
For Djokovic, it was a rare 
day session. He said it's no 
secret he prefers the 7 p.m. 
start but if the scoreline was 
any reflection of how he 
played in the daylight, he 


was content. 
He dropped sets in his first 
two rounds and struggled 
with a virus but said his last 
two wins show "it's going in 
a positive direction, health- 
wise, tennis-wise." 
No. 4 Jannik Sinner hasn't 
dropped a set en route to 
the quarterfinals, with the 
Italian beating No. 15 Karen 
Khachanov on Sunday, nor 
have women's defending 
champion Aryna Sabalenka 
and U.S. Open winner Coco 
Gauff. 
Sinner will play a quarterfinal 
against Andrey Rublev after 
the No. 5 seed rallied to beat 
No. 10 Alex de Minaur 6-4, 
6-7 (5), 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-0. 
Asked what was going 
through his head when 
he was down a set at 2-1 
against an Aussie in the 
home of Australian tennis, 
Rublev said: "You don't want 
to be inside my head, it's like 
a scary movie!" 
Sabalenka will next play 
2021 French Open champi- 
on Barbora Krejcikova, who 
dropped the first set but ral- 
lied for a 4-6, 6-3, 6-2 win that 
ended 16-year-old Mirra An- 
dreeva's bid to become the 
youngest Australian Open 
quarterfinalist since Martina 
Hingis in 1997. 
No. 2-ranked Sabalenka, 
who won her first Slam title 
here last year, beat Amana- 
da Anisimova 6-3, 6-2. Gauff, 
who picked up her first major 
at the U.S. Open in Septem- 


Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland poses with his trophy after 
he won the final round of the Hero Dubai Desert Classic golf 
tournament, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Sunday, Jan. 21, 
2024. 
Associated Press 
McIlroy wins Dubai Desert 
Classic for record 4th time after 
reeling in Young in final round 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Rory McIlroy won the 
Dubai Desert Classic for a record fourth time Sunday, com- 
pleting a remarkable weekend comeback by reeling in 
Cameron Young early in the final round then holding off 
Adrian Meronk down the back nine to seal a one-stroke 
victory. 
McIlroy closed with a 2-under 70 to retain the title at a 
tournament he first won in 2009 and has captured more 
than any other in his career. Among his 38 wins as a profes- 
sional, he had also won the Tour Championship and Wells 
Fargo Championship three times. 
His latest victory at Emirates Golf Club was surely the most 
unlikely. McIlroy walked to the 18th tee on Friday trailing 
Young by 11 shots, only to make birdie, shoot 63 on Saturday 
to get into the final pairing on Sunday and then wipe out 
the American's overnight two-stroke lead after just six holes. 
McIlroy led by three at the turn after birdies at Nos. 8 and 
9 — two of the toughest holes at Emirates Golf Club — but 
came under some pressure from Meronk, who made four 
birdies on his back nine. 
The world No. 2 walked down No. 18 leading by one shot 
— just like at last week's Dubai Invitational, when he was 
beaten by Tommy Fleetwood — but this time he didn't lose 
it as he closed with a tap-in par for 14-under par overall. 
McIlroy made eight pars and a bogey on his back nine, 
capping what he described as a "very controlled round 
of golf." 
"It was one of those days where there wasn't a ton of fire- 
works just because the course was so difficult," he said. "But 
I held on as best as I could and thankfully no one around 
the top of the leaderboard made much of a run." 
Meronk (71), recently crowned as the European tour's player 
of the year for 2023, was alone in second place and Young 
was third after shooting 74. 
Playing in Dubai for the first time, the No. 25-ranked Ameri- 
can will regard it as a missed opportunity after playing his 
first 42 holes in 14 under and the last 30 holes in 1 over. 
McIlroy broke a tie with South African great Ernie Els, who 
had also won the event three times, and has started 2024 
with a second and first in Dubai — a place he once called 
home and with which he still has a strong affinity. After all, 
he has been coming to Emirates Golf Club since 2006, 
when he was an amateur and remembers walking inside 
the ropes following Tiger Woods, Els and Thomas Björn. 
"All the great experiences that I've had in Dubai and the 
friends that I've met and everything along the way, it's always 
been a place where I come back to and reminisce about 
my career because I really feel like it's where everything 
started," McIlroy said.q 


SPORTS A15 
Monday 22 January 2024 


Goff throws 2 TD passes, Lions advance to NFC title game with 
31-23 win over Buccaneers 


By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Jared Goff 
threw two touchdown pass- 
es and the Detroit Lions beat 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
31-23 in a divisional-round 
playoff game on Sunday, 
lifting the long-suffering fran- 
chise into the NFC champi- 
onship for the first time in 32 
years and just the second 
time in franchise history. 
The Lions (14-5) won two 
playoff games in a season 
for the first time since 1957, 
the last year they won the 
NFL title. They will play at 
San Francisco, the NFC's top 
seed, next Sunday for a spot 
in the Super Bowl — a game 
they have never played in. 
Jahmyr Gibbs ran through a 
huge hole for a tiebreaking, 
31-yard touchdown early in 
the fourth quarter, and Goff 
made it a two-TD lead when 
he connected with Amon- 
Ra St. Brown for a 9-yard 
score with 6:22 left. 
Baker Mayfield threw three 
TD passes for Tampa Bay (10- 
9), including a 16-yard toss to 
Mike Evans that got the Bucs 
within one score with 4:37 
left. Detroit couldn't run out 
the clock on offense, giving 
Tampa Bay one last chance, 
but Mayfield's pass over the 
middle was intercepted by 
linebacker Derrick Barnes, 
the QB's second pick of the 
day. 
Goff finished 30 of 43 for 287 
yards and directed an ef- 
ficient second-half offense 
for the Lions, who had long 
touchdown drives on three 
consecutive possessions. St. 
Brown had eight catches for 
77 yards, and his TD catch 
capped a masterful 10-play, 
89-yard drive. 
Gibbs, an electric rookie 
Tampa Bay didn't have to 
face when it lost to Detroit 
in the regular season, had 
74 yards rushing on nine car- 
ries and four receptions for 
40 yards. 
Mayfield was 26 of 41 for 349 
yards. His early pick went off 
Mike Evans' hands, and his 
late one was an ill-advised 
throw. Evans had eight re- 
ceptions for 147 yards and 
a touchdown. 
Rachaad White had 55 
yards rushing on nine car- 
ries, a total coach Todd 


Bowles may lament wasn't 
higher, and four catches for 
36 yards. 
The Lions, and their desper- 
ate-for-a-winner fans, hope 
their second appearance 
in the NFC title game works 
out better than the first when 
Washington routed them 41- 
10 on Jan. 12, 1992. 
The Lions went ahead for a 
third time with 3:48 left in the 
third quarter, when coach 
Dan Campbell went for it on 
fourth-and-goal from the 1 
and Craig Reynolds ran up 
the middle for a score that 
ended a 10-play, 64-yard 
drive. 
Mayfield 
and 
the 
Bucs 
bounced back again with 
the crafty quarterback, who 
resurrected his career this 
season, avoiding sacks be- 


fore connecting with White 
on a 12-yard pass to make it 
17-all late in the third. 
Gibbs started left and cut 
back to the right on his tie- 
breaking touchdown run. 
The Lions were fortunate to 
score first. 
C.J. Gardner-Johnson picked 
off Mayfield's pass that went 
through Evans' hands to end 
Tampa Bay's first drive. Goff 
almost gave it back, under- 
throwing a pass into the end 
zone that defensive back 
Jamel Dean dropped, and 
two snaps later, Michael 
Badgley made a 23-yard 
field goal. 
Mayfield answered, con- 
verting a third down with an 
18-yard pass to Evans and 
throwing a 23-yard pass to 
Trey Palmer on consecu- 


tive plays to set up Chase 
McLaughlin's 43-yard kick. 
Goff converted a third down 


with a 9-yard touchdown 
pass to Josh Reynolds early 
in the second quarter.q 


Detroit Lions wide receiver Josh Reynolds (8) celebrates with 
teammates Jameson Williams (9) and Jared Goff (16) after scor- 
ing a touchdown against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during the 
first half of an NFL football NFC divisional playoff game, Sunday, 
Jan. 21, 2024, in Detroit. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


